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Introduction 

T h e Ind ian subcon t inen t i s divis ible in to five geographica l regions . 

1 . In the n o r t h , t he great H i m a l a y a n m o u n t a i n range and t h e s u b - H i ­
malayan zone run from Peshawar in the west to Assam in t h e east, 

2 . T h e I n d o - G a n g a t i c , t h e al luvial p la ins cover U t t a r P radesh , P u n j a b , 
S indh and Bihar , 

3 . Cent ra l Ind ian table l and (Windhyan p la teau) , 
4 . T h e Deccan p la teau and 
5. T h e Kaveri del ta . 

T h e Pen insu la r par t of India compr i ses the Kaver i del ta , t he Deccan 
pla teau and the Vidharba . Th i s pen insu la r par t of India has been referred 
to as »South Ind ia« in this pape r - which is the region of study. 

T h e term »mega l i th« appl ies to t ombs buil t with large s tones e i ther in 
na tura l forms or dressed or a grave m a r k e d with rude s tone or an exca­
vat ion in rock cave con ta in ing r e m a i n s of the dead. In va r ious pa r t s of the 
Old World, the pract ice of e rec t ing megal i ths on a large scale began from 
the Neol i thic t imes and con t inued in to the Bronze Age and Late Iron Age 
and survives till today with the hill tr ibes of nor theas t India . W h e r e , when 
and how the ideas of megal i th i sm or iginated and diffused is still a vexing 
problem (Chi lde , 1957; Smi th , 1913 and Peake , 1916). T h e megal i th ic 
cu l tu re was the earliest known cu l tu re responsible for in t roduc ing a full-
fledged agricul tural e c o n o m y based on i rr igat ion in South India . I ron 
m a d e ra the r a sudden but widespread appea rance e i ther with megal i th ic 
cu l tu re or closely followed it. 

In India , ever since the first not ice of megal i ths in Kerala was m a d e by 
Babington (1923), a vast body of ev idence has repor ted from var ious sec­
tors of South India . In Feb rua ry 1958, a Semina r on Indian Mega l i ths was 
organised u n d e r the auspices of the Banaras H i n d u Univers i ty , the p r o ­
ceedings of which are publ i shed . Dr .B.K. G u r u Raja Rao (1972) surveyed 
all the publ ished mater ia l on t he Megal i ths of South India and has given 
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7. N u m b e r of n o n - s e p u l c h r a l bur ia l s 
8. Z o n e 
9. Serial n u m b e r 
10. Es t imated popu la t ion . 

Record D: 

In th is record the publ i shed references are incorpora ted giving all the 
detai ls , such as: au thor ( s ) , t i t le, year of publ ica t ion , publ i sher , pages and 
source . 

Remarks 

T h e total n u m b e r of sites repor ted so far is m o r e than 1933. However , 
somet imes the data is not avai lable and the avai lable data is e i ther incom­
plete or incorrect or in inappropr i a t e form. There fore , before incorpora ­
t ing the data in the database it is necessary to spend m o r e t ime in collec­
t ing the data and a r rang ing it in a sui table fo rmat . 

T h e appl ica t ions and scope will vary according to the r equ i remen t of the 
user. But the scope will be clear from the database s t ruc tu re . Record A, 
Record B, Record C and Record D can be processed independen t ly accor­
ding to the aim of the user and report can be genera ted . Or any combi­
na t ion of the Records or all the Records together can be processed inde­
penden t ly or interact ively and report can be fo rmed . 
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